
In Brief.. . 

Clam Enhancement, Grouper 
Aging, and a Redfish Law 

~ outh arolina', comnwn:ia l 
fi h rmen had J . 'l!ond l1ut not grc.lt·· 
~ear 10 14 n. ,I~ulrd ng til the ~ I hertl: 

tatl tiC SCl.'lI 111 'outh Mollll,1 
\\ tldillc alld larll1l. Rt: I)UrCl.' I~-

p;,irtm~nt. I It,tI hrtmp c,Hch thl: 
"tall: IlU1.10r commcrcl,tI II hen \\ ,I 
'.~ '111111(ln p und (hc.lll Ilili. 111\ n: 
percent tWill 1475 I hc tllt,tI \ ,tiUl \ ,I 

con t.tnt ,It Ill . mJlllllO Thc c ral1 
c.lll.hdfllprx:J 14pcrcentt(l-' mtlllllll 
pound. a l)UU,OUll \ aluc ( ) tl'l 1.lnd­
ing topped 1.2 mlllllln p(lllnd oll11e,11 
(3, 0.000 bu hel ). up I p.?r('cnt Irom 
1975, \\ Ith the \ ;,iluc up 2h p.?rcl.'nt tIl 
7 0.000 Fmfi h I.mdmg \\cre up otl 

peru.:nt to : . million pound \\ tth .1 

\alu~of I I mtillon 
.An e'\peri mental program to 

enhance Iittlen d. and hutter clam 
populatIon lIn ome pul1l1c l1e.1 hc, In 
\\ a h ingtlln tatc' Pugct ounu ha' 
been announceu b~ the \\ a,hington 
Department of Fi, hene . pm ale tlrm 
\\.ill pro\lde from 50,000 to 200.()O() 
clam eed Irom ea~h spccle . The 
program \\ ill be patterned alter imtlar 
experiment, \\ \th mantla clams ;,inu IS 
limited to beache \\ here th Depart­
ment prevlOu I) did manila cbm re­
, earch. If ucce~ful. a great Impal.t on 
Puget ound port and commercIal 
.,hellfish haf\e~ts I~ fore"een 

.Ala ka's Board of Fi herie ha 
upheld it December 1976 ruling 
adoptmg a 2 -inch minimum length for 
both commercial troll-caught and 
port-caught kIng {chmook I almon. 

the Ala ka Department of Fi hand 
Game report . The change became ef­
fective I June, Another regulation wa 
adopted requi ring king crab fi hing ves-
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~I til 
h hIll' 

hrtmp II ,m I h: cl I on HkH:d to 
h,l\ l' '.1 II II lung \\ hl: II 1\ (ltl r d r<; 

Ilr tr.t\\ I ',lilt ,m.: \ I Ihk ,It th ur d 

II thc \\ at~ r llr .tbu.lrd Ih ' \ l: l. 
on umplilln III 'ra) h h. or 

dogti ... h. j, h ' tng promol ·d I L d-
It) 01 Rh\ld~ I 1,llId It od InC' re­
e.lrl'her [h 'Ientl t .Ire Ir) IIlg II In 

bll~- lied plt:ce, 11110" III <.:ho\\­
Icr. .llllng It IOf pft: If all 111. II1d 

m.lkll1..! It Inlll I III .ICl. nd thl: re­
rl>rt ,lgrtcablC' rc LIlt LOl ~J dll\\ n In 
h) .lnildlan ,II1J \ml'rJCdl1 It hl:fl11Cn, 
the -f,I) It h I rcrnrtl.dl) lJ l:d tIl 111.1 c 
h h .If1U chIp In l.\ tland. It ha ;,ihl1ut 
I: perl.cnt pnlle III Jnd on I) ~Olll. alortc 
III a large en 1Ill! anu. thc RI l.'ll:n­
ti t ,u!.!gc I, cnuld .Idu \ ,Ind\ tll C.l­
Inod mcal , thllUgh thc) ulln't intcnd 
lor 11 tn ta"c the pl;,ice lit more pt)pubr 
pecle 

. The oll th Jrl)lina \\ tldlifc and 
~lartnc Re'llurc:e, Dep.lrtlllcnt I de­
\eloplllg a method to determine the 
age of large group rand oth r om­
mercial fi h "'peclc, \\ tthout dJmagmg 
the mar"et \ alue 01 the catch Blolo­
gl I, ilre u. Ing c rule electnl. dnl" t 
bore a h Ie III the fi ... h· ...... "ull unuer­
neath the gIll c \er to remo\e the 
otolith \\ ithout damaging the head . a ... 
such fi hare u ... uall} sold \\ ith the head 
on. Commercial landing of ~napper 
and grouper in ou th Car lin a ro e 

Irlll1l In .Jllnll,tl .I\el.lgc ,1l!)O 
p<'"IHI .. lunn' the pertl d "I I (j71l·1 (17 
tf] I11llre than 5 1.1)( I pound III 1'J7h 
[he) .Ife ,tl () u 1.1' lillie III rC<:fcut II nill 
111' 1 

l.anhet.l"cnlrnmTe J ".Iter b~'Plrt 
Jnd '()mmercldl Ii hCfmen. ;,iccordlllg 
to the PJr" Jnu \\ tldlile D partmenl. 
\l a.l01 pfln I Ion call lor a uall) bag 
limit L)t 10 redll h O\l:r I~ Inche long 
anu 20 III po e 'Ion for pon ti h r­
men. and a llIlltt of 200 pound of red­
fi h per da~ for omm rClal fi hermen 

pon fi hennen ma) not p) e, more 
than t\\O redfi ... h mer _: inche long . 
The a t al ... o ... et a 1.4-1 ,6 million 
pound quola for reu fi ... h for the enttre 
oaq per year .... 

Hdrlflt Flsher/e.< Rn/ell 




